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Cascade Community Wind Company LLC, of 
Bellingham, announces the successful installation of the 
first community-supported wind turbine in Eastern 
Washington on March 22, 2011.  
 
Located near Thorp, the 120kW remanufactured Vestas 
turbine has 30-foot blades atop an 80-foot tower. When 
the turbine begins operation in April 2011, it is expected 
to produce enough electricity to power about 45 energy-
efficient homes. Cascade Community Wind Company will 
be installing a second community-supported turbine at a 
nearby ranch in a month or two, and has several other 
community projects planned as well. 

 
The turbine project, named First Up! Knudson, is located on a 10-acre parcel of private land owned by 
Del Knudson. Del is a realtor that believes wind energy is complementary to rural living. Del hopes this 
turbine will be inspiration to develop other community wind projects in the area.  Del is selling his place 
and moving back to the family ranch a few miles away and thinks the wind turbine will make his 
property more attractive in the real estate market. 
 

Del Knudson said, "I'm all for harnessing 
the wind. If it can provide more income 
to ranchers and farmers so they can stay 
on their land, I think it's a good thing. 
I've lived with the wind all my life here, 
so I might as well use it. " 
 

The community can support the turbine 
by purchasing virtual net-metering 
subscriptions to the power it generates. 
Subscribers as close as next door or as far 
away as Seattle will receive credit against 
their utility bills for the next 20 years. 
 

The Washington State Wind Energy 
Guidebook indicates that an estimated 
$95,000, 0.8 jobs and $8,800 in tax 
revenue will be added to the local economy every year for the next 20 years as a result of this single 
turbine. Additional benefits include the lease payment to Del Knudson, local taxes, maintenance of the 
turbine using a local mechanic, profits to local owners of the turbine, financing payments to local 
lenders, and also multiplier effects of money circulating in the community.  
For more information, please call 360-306-5331 or visit www.CascadeCommunityWind.com. 


